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Select Soccer try-out dates

It is time to start preparing for select soccer
tryouts. FDLSA sponsors teams from age

9 thru 19. If you are interested in playing

a higher level of soccer, please attend the
tryout. Check out www.fondysoccer.com for
information on select teams.

If you are interested in coaching contact Greg
Winkler at: gregvikkiwinkler@att.net

U10 (developmental league) —
August 1, 1999 - July 31st, 2000
U11 -August 1, 1998 - July 31, 1999
U12 -August 1, 1997 - July 31, 1998
U13 -August 1, 1996 - July 31, 1997
U14 -August 1, 1995 - July 31, 1996
U15 -August 1, 1994 - July 31, 1995
U16 -August 1, 1993 - July 31, 1994
U17 -August 1, 1992 - July 31, 1993
U18 -August 1, 1991 - July 31, 1992
U19 -August 1, 1990 - July 31, 1991
*Soccer Season: August 1, 2009 through July

31, 2009

Select tryouts will be at the soccer complex.
Please download the Select player tryout
form off fondysoccer.com. All players will
meet in the concession stand and be directed
from there to the fields. Bring water, a soccer
ball, and appropriate clothes for participation.

Select tryout dates:

Monday, July 6 — 5:30 — 7:00pm -
U13 boys and girls

6:00 — 7:00pm - U15 boys and girls

6:30 — 7:30pm - U17 boys and girls

Tuesday, July 7 — 5:30 — 7:00pm - U10 boys
5:30 — 7:00pm - U11 boys

Wednesday, July 8 - 5:30 — 7:00pm
- U10 girls

5:30 — 7:00pm - U11 girls

6:00- 7:30pm - U14 boys and girls

6:30 — 7:30pm - U16 boys

6:30 — 7:30pm - U16 girls

Thursday, July 9 - 5:30 — 7:00pm
- U12 boys and girls
6:00 — 7:00pm - U19 boys and girls

Early-Season Select Soccer Summary

It is early in the select season and a few of our teams are not in competition yet, however, I will

give you a little status report. According to the league standings our girl’s teams have a combined

record of 8-4-4 and our boys are at 8-6-1. It appears as though all of our teams are very competi-
tive in the league. The U12 girls guided by Coach Fellers are 2-0-1 and well as Coach Daniels U13
team. On the boys side two of our teams are 3-0, Coach Xiong’s U13’s and Coach Kobilic’s U12

team. We are off to a good start and hopefully our success continues.

FleldReport . ...,

The rainy spring brought about much frustra-
tion. The following article should help many
understand why games are cancelled when
the sun is shining. A note to all coaches and
players, please be thoughtful and stay away
from practicing on the rough areas on the
fields and around the goals.

Coaches/Parents,

A few people have contacted the league,
upset that we’ve lost so much practice and
asking why, when the weather is so nice now,
are the fields still closed? So if you want to
understand what goes into making the deci-
sions and why they don’t seem consistent,
read on.

The grass on the soccer fields is much dif-
ferent than the grass on your lawn. It has
VERY deep roots and it also can repair itself.
It grows sideways with runners that grown
along the surface of the ground, which over
time can fill in bare sports.

When the fields turn brown, the turf isn’t
dead. It’s dormant. A common misconception
is that when the grass ‘comes back’ in the
spring, it all grows out of the ground. Not true
- the green grass sprouts from the rhizomes.
So what appears to be a layer of dead roots

is actually dormant turf. The lush green grass
we love to play on grows out of that brown
dead-looking layer of roots we see during

the winter. If that dormant layer is ripped off,
then you’ll only get some grass sprouting up
from the tap roots below the surface.

So to protect the turf, we have to protect
those rhizomes. That’s why bare spots in front
of the goals, where the rhizomes have been
ripped out/broken off due to the concentrated
wear, take longer to fill in, sometimes a year
or two. They can only sprout from the roots
below - to fill in the rhizomes have to spread
across the surface. So we move the fields

around giving those areas time to heal. But
more widespread damage to the turf would be
hard to avoid and would take years to fill in.
So in short - what appears dead and brown

is really the base for a lush green field in the
summer. Wear it down to bare dirt, and the
turf will be very thin and spotty. So we need
to protect it as much as possible.

When it rains - it’s not how much rain we got
necessarily, but how LONG it rained. But
when you have steady rain for many days in
a row, the ground gets very soft and the mud
goes deep. It becomes very easy to tear the
turf out of the ground in patches, because the
ground is so soft.

And this is why it can seem like we’re roll-
ing dice when we make decisions to open/
close the fields. It can pour buckets for half a
day, and we’re open within 24 hours. Some
water is on the ground, but the ground is
firm. Play on and hope the goalie’s like mud
- because their area is already bare. Yet it

can moderately rain for a few days in a row,
and we’re closed for a week. We got less
rain, but what we did get didn’t just run off,
it soaked in deep, loosening the turf. We get
rain that starts right before games and we
play anyway. Yet it’s sunny and warm out for
a few days after an extended rain storm, and
we’re closed. Seems to not make sense - but
hopefully now you see what goes into making
these decisions. We want to protect our beau-
tiful fields so the turf remains thick to endure
the constant playing of soccer.

So, we appreciate everyone’s concern about
missing practices. But a few missed practices
now can mean plusher greener turf later in
the season and in the fall. We appreciate ev-
eryone’s patience and hopefully the rain will
stay away tonight and we’ll be on the pitch
playing matches tomorrow.



